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SUBJECT: SECURITY SITUATION IN KARACHI 

1 . AS OF MID-DAY MARCH 23, KARACHI IS QUIETLY OBSERVING PAKISTAN 
DAY AS A HOLIDAY. THE PARTIAL CURFEW REMAINS IN EFFECT BUT WAS 
LIFTED FROM 0630 TO 0930 THIS MORNING AND WILL BE LIFTED AGAIN 
BETWEEN 1500 AND 1700 THIS AFTERNOON. THE PNA HAS SCHEDULED 
TWO PROCESSIONS FOR THIS AFTERNOON, OSTENSIBLY TO CELEBRATE 
PAKISTAN DAY. 

2. THE TRADITIONAL ARMED FORCES PARADE WAS HELD THIS MORNING 
WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF ALL THREE SERVICES, BUT THE NUMBER 

OF UNITS WAS SMALLER THAN USUAL AND THE PARADE WAS OVER IN A HALF 
HOUR. CROWDS ON THE STREETS TO WATCH THE PARADE WERE MUCH SMAL- 
LER THAN LAST YEAR. 

3. THE PRESS IS REPORTING THAT SHORTAGES OF FOOD AND OTHER 
ESSTENTIAL GOODS HAVE DEVELOPED HERE AND THERE AS A RESULT OF THE 
CURFEW AND THE HOARDING IT HAS STIMULATED. WE HAVE HEARD SIMILAR 
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SCATTERED REPORTS FROM INDIVIDUAL CONTACTS BUT OUR PRESENT 
ASSESSMENT IS THAT THERE IS NO SERIOUS ACTUAL OR PROSPECTIVE 
PINCH. 

4. THE PNA DEMONSTRATIONS SCHEDULED FOR THE AFTERNOON OF MARCH 22 
TOOK PLACE AND WERE MAINLY PEACEFUL. THEY CONSISTED OF 

BANNER AND PLACARD DISPLAYS RATHER THAN SPEECHES OR PROCESS- 
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IONS. A PNA RELEASE APPEARING IN THE PRESS CLAIMS THAT TEAR 
GAS WAS FIRED AT SOME OF THEIR RALLIES AND A NUMBER OF 
PARTICIPANTS ARRESTED, BUT WE HAVE NO INDEPENDENT SUBSTANTIATION 
OF THAT CLAIM. 

5. SEVERAL PPP LEADERS AND A FEW TRADE GROUPS HAVE LAUNCHED A 
CAMPAIGN CRITICIZING THE PNA FOR DISRUPTING PUBLIC LIFE IN 
KARACHI WHERE THEY WON THE ELECTION AND HAVE NO REASON TO DO 
SO. THIS LINE OF ARGUMENT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE AN APPEAL TO 
KARACHIITES , BUT IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER SUCH RESENTMENT 
WILL COME TO OUTWEIGH THE STILL STRONG POPULAR SUPPORT FOR PNA 
AIMS. 

MOORE 
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